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ST NARCISSUS, BISHOP OF JERUSALEM
(SECOND CENTURY)

[From Euseb, Hist. Ub. v. c. 12, 23, 25, Hb. vi. c. 9, 10, n, 12; St Jeroin, Be viris illustr. c. 73;
L                                                          Tillemont, t. iii.]

ST NARCISSUS was born towards the close of the first century, and was
almost fourscore years old when he was placed at the head of the church
of Jerusalem, being the thirtieth bishop of that see. Eusebius assures us
that the Christians of Jerusalem preserved in his time the remembrance
of several miracles which God had wrought by this holy bishop, one of
which he relates as follows. One year, on Easter-eve, the deacons were
unprovided with oil for the lamps in the church, necessary at the solemn
divine office that day. Narcissus ordered those who had care of the lamps
to bring him some water from the neighbouring wells. This being done,
he pronounced a devout prayer over the water; then bade them pour it
into the lamps, which they did, and it was immediately converted into oil,
to the great surprise of the faithful. Some of this miraculous oil was kept
there as a memorial at the time when Eusebius wrote his history. The
veneration of all good men for this holy bishop could not shelter him from
the malice of the wicked. Three incorrigible sinners, fearing his inflexible
severity in the observance of ecclesiastical discipline, laid to his charge a
detestable crime, which Eusebius does not specify. They confirmed their
atrocious calumny by dreadful oaths and imprecations; one wishing he
might perish by fire, another that he might be struck with a leprosy, and
the third that he might lose his sight, if what they alleged was not the
truth. Notwithstanding these protestations, their accusation did not find
credit; and some time after the divine vengeance pursued the calumniators.
The first was burnt in his house, with his whole family, by an accidental
fire in the night; the second was struck with a universal leprosy; and the
third, terrified by these examples, confessed the conspiracy and slander,
and by the abundance of tears which he continually shed for his sins, lost
his sight before his death.

Narcissus, notwithstanding the slander had made no impression on the
people to his disadvantage, could not stand the shock of the bold calumny,
or rather made it an excuse for leaving Jerusalem and spending some time
in solitude, which had long been his wish. He spent several years un-
discovered in his retreat, where he enjoyed all the happiness and advantage
which a close conversation with God can bestow. That his church might
not remain destitute of a pastor, the neighbouring bishops of the province
after some time placed in it Pius, and after him Germanion, who dying in
a short time was succeeded by Gordius. Whilst this last held the see,